
Landforms of Erosion

Meander – One of a series of bends in a 
river. 

Oxbow lake – A curved lake formed 
when a river cuts off a meander. 

River cliff – Cliff formed by lateral erosion 
on the outside bend of a meander. 
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Oxbow lake characteristics

Helicoidal flow – The cork-screw-like 
flow of water in a meander. 

Pools – Areas of deep water and greater 
erosion in a river. 

Riffles – Areas of shallow water created 
by the deposition of coarse sediment. 

Slip-off slope – A gently sloping river 
beach formed on the inside of a meander. 
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